
SECRET CHURCH – PRAY FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS IN THESE COUNTRIES 

North Korea 

North Korea is the most difficult country in the world to be a Christian. Forced to meet 

only in secret, Christians risk arrest, arbitrary detention, disappearance, torture, even 

public execution if they share their faith: even with their families. 

“My family gathered in the back room of our small apartment,” she continued. “We had to be very quiet. We 

whispered when we prayed, sang songs or read the Bible. We often covered our heads to muffle the noise.” 

“We had one Bible in the house. My grandmother, who was a believer from the Japanese Imperial times, had a 

Chinese Bible. She translated the Bible by hand into the Korean language on pieces of paper. That's how we read 

the Bible. We found strength in those pages. 

“My father was a tailor in town and the police suspected something was going on. We believe they planted listening 

devices in his shop and on his clothes.” 

“The day my father was arrested I was at school, but I'll never forget that day. He hugged me before I left for school 

and like every other day he reminded me to be careful. 

“Every morning at the breakfast table he would tell us that one day the government will come and arrest us for 

being Christians. He warned us of the price we would some day pay for our faith. I remember him saying often that, 

“Even if I face death I will follow Jesus.’” Testimony of Kim Eun Jin, a North Korean Christian now living in South 

Korea. 

Somalia 

In Somalia, all central authority has collapsed and the country is now effectively a series 

of micro-states without any central authority. Some of the country is under the control 

of extreme Islamist al-Shabab militias. All of the country, however, remains a dangerous 

place for Somalis who convert to Christianity from Islam, the faith of the overwhelming 

majority. 

Violence and persecution often come from converts’ own families, as leaving the Islamic faith is seen to bring 

great shame to the whole family. 

“Abdi Mohammed, felt convicted that something central was wrong. In his pursuit for the truth he decided to visit 

his uncle, a teacher at a Catholic school. “He would endlessly explain to me about Jesus and the Christian faith,” 

Abdi recalls. Three months later Abdi moved in with his uncle and before long he gave his life to the Lord. In 1995, 

one and a half years after his conversion, his uncle passed away. When the family discovered Christian books in his 

home they knew that Abdi’s uncle had been a Christian for a very long time. That night all the books were burned. 

“I then embarked on a long journey to find other Christians,” Abdi said. At first, finding secret believers was hard, 

but God eventually sent a man to him. This man would preach loudly on the streets about Christian principles. He 

was considered mentally sick so the authorities left him alone. One day, Abdi followed him home. Just before the 

man disappeared into a small building, Abdi said, “I am of your family”. At first the man did not respond, but after 

several attempts to start a conversation, Abdi succeeded. He told Abdi that he was not mentally handicapped, but 

that he used the disability condition as a cover to get in touch with other Christians. Together they built a network 

of fellowships with secret believers.” 

Syria and Iraq 

Syria and Iraq have been home to Christians since apostolic times, although in both 

cases the community has declined slowly but inexorably since the late 19
th

 Century, 

primarily due to intermittent bouts of discrimination and persecution that led to rapid 

emigration.  

The last decade has seen their situation deteriorate dramatically. The invasion of Iraq by a coalition of Western 



countries in 2003 saw Christians and other minorities a prime target for extremist Sunni militias. In Iraq, the 

Christian community declined by two-thirds in 10 years. In Syria, the outbreak of Civil War in 2011 saw 

Christians identified with the current government and often a target for opposition 

militias. 

The emergence of Islamic State in 2014 led to parts of both countries becoming the most 

dangerous places in the world to be Christians, with violent persecution. IS’ sectarian 

ideology makes a virtue of persecuting not only Christians, but other members of other 

faiths like Yezidi and Shia Muslims. 

“I’m almost in tears because I’ve just had somebody in my room whose little child was cut in half. I baptized his 

child in my church in Baghdad. This little boy, they named him after me.” Canon Andrew White, Baghdad. 

China 

The world’s most populous country has a deeply ambiguous relationship with 

Christianity, depending on the part of the country and the particular official concerned, 

and this changes from time to time. Senior Communist Party figures have at times 

lauded Christianity as a potential contributor to lawfulness and honesty in China. 

Yet Christians still face regular demolitions of churches, a problem which has recently become particularly acute 

in the Christian heartland of the Central South Coast. And Christians are still sometimes sent to prison, 

occasionally for long spells, on trumped up charges because they have crossed the wrong official. 

“A Chinese Christian pastor has been jailed for 12 years in a case which campaigners believe is more evidence of a 

bid to stifle religious worship in China. 

“Zhang Shaojie, the pastor of Nanle County Church in Henan Province, was charged with "gathering crowds to 

disturb public order" and "fraud" after a secret detention spanning seven months.” – Sky News, 4 July 2014 

Kazakhstan 
Kazakhstan is another country with a deeply ambiguous relationship to Christianity. 

The large Russian Orthodox minority and smaller, but established, denominations like 

the Lutherans of the country’s large German ethnic minority are usually left alone. 

However, new denominations and churches with many converts from Muslim 

backgrounds are often harassed. 

Kazakhstan’s leadership still largely consists of former KGB figures. Suspicion and paranoia, rather than 

religious ideology, lies behind persecution of Christians here. Muslim clergy, especially from Sufi sects, and 

those who express atheism too openly have also faced arbitrary imprisonment. 

“Retired Presbyterian Pastor Bakhytzhan Kashkumbayev was given a four-year suspended prison in February, 

having already served nine months in prison. He was convicted of harming the health of a church member [with 

communion wine], even though that church member has repeatedly insisted to state authorities that her health 

was not harmed.” – Forum 18. 

Going Deeper, Learning More 
Open Doors is an Evangelical ministry serving Christians in persecuted countries. It organised the 

Secret Church campaign. More info at www.opendoorsuk.org. 

Forum 18 is a human rights organization promoting religious freedom, focusing on Eastern Europe, 

Central Asia, Turkey, and former communist East Asia – see www.forum18.org. 

Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights says  “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and 

observance.”  


